
INTERNATIONAL
TELECOMMUNICATIONS

SATELLITE ORGANIZATION

All cover image credits to SES  Satellites
and  partners



Who We Are

About ITSO

Intergovernmental organization with regionally diverse membership split among 5 regions 

REGION A
 

AMERICAS
26 MEMBERS

REGION B

WESTERN EUROPE 
 27 MEMBERS

REGION C  
    

EASTERN EUROPE & 
NORTHERN ASIA 

14 MEMBERS

REGION D 

AFRICA
45 MEMBERS

REGION E   
  

ASIA & AUSTRALASIA
37 MEMBERS

ITSO is an Intergovernmental organization with 149 member states, that incorporates the
principle set forth in Resolution 1721(XVI) of the General Assembly of the United Nations,
which established that communication by means of satellite should be available to the nations
of the world as soon as practicable on a global and non-discriminatory basis. Originally
established in 1973 as INTELSAT, the International Telecommunications Satellite
Organization was restructured in 2001. The restructuring resulted in the creation of a private
entity, Intelsat, Ltd., and to the continuation of the intergovernmental organization with a new
acronym (ITSO). Since then, ITSO has been responsible for overseeing Intelsat’s compliance
with its public service obligations—a role that now extends to SES, following SES acquisition
of Intelsat in July 2025. ITSO’s mission is to ensure SES's successful performance of its public
service obligations and to safeguard the Parties’ Common Heritage.
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ITSO Agreement

Milestones

Main Purpose & Core Principles of ITSO

Maintain global
connectivity and
global coverage

Serve lifeline
connectivity
customers

Provide non-
discriminatory access
to SES systems

ITSO’s role in ensuring SES's successful performance of the Core Principles
The protection of the Parties' Common Heritage 
The structure of ITSO - Assembly of Parties and an Executive organ, headed by the Director General
The role of the Director General
The rights and obligations of the Parties
The dispute resolution mechanism; among others 

As of January 16, 2017, Article XII(ii) of the ITSO Agreement provides that if the
Company relinquishes, misuses, or loses access to Common Heritage

frequency assignments, those may be reassigned to entities that have signed
a public services agreement, ensuring adherence to ITSO’s Core Principles.

Establishment of the
International
Telecommunications
Satellite Organization
(INTELSAT) with the
mission to ensure the
availability of
international
telecommunications
services to all countries
of the world on a non-
discriminatory basis. 

INTELSAT’s restructuring to
reflect regulatory and competitive
pressures while ensuring the
ability to continue to meet its
universal service and access
commitments in the long term.
The restructuring resulted in the
creation of a private entity,
Intelsat, Ltd., and the
continuation of the
intergovernmental organization
under a new acronym (ITSO) and
mission.

The 35  Assembly of Parties decided
that the performance by Intelsat of
its Public Service Obligations
remains as important as it was in
2001, that the ITSO Agreement plays
a crucial role in ensuring that the
principles, obligations and objectives
as defined during the restructuring
continue to be adhered to, and that it
is essential to continue to have a
mechanism in place for upholding
and protecting the Public Service
Obligations as well as the Parties'
Common Heritage Assets.

th

The Amendment to
Article XII,
Paragraph (c)(ii) of
the ITSO Agreement
entered into force
on January 16.

SES has
completed its
acquisition of
INTELSAT,
starting a new
chapter for
ITSO, in which
ITSO shall
ensure SES's
successful
performance of
its Public
Service
Obligations.

The ITSO Agreement defines the role of the organization and sets out its structure,
the functions of the Director General, and the rights and obligations of the Parties.



Vested interest in Parties’ Common Heritage orbital locations and associated
frequencies assignments.
Non-discriminatory access to SES systems.
Protection under Article IV(b) of the ITSO Agreement for certain domestic public
telecommunications services for areas with difficult topography, which could be
considered on the same basis as international public telecommunications services.
Taking part in promoting international public telecommunications services to meet
the needs of the information and communication society.
Assistance on customer-related issues with SES.
Advice regarding ICT policy and regulation.
Participating in and benefiting from studies on specific ICT-related topics.

No monetary contribution is required for membership.

Objective 1
Protect the Parties’
Common Heritage orbital
locations and associated
frequency assignments

Contribute to the
promotion of a
global information
and communications
infrastructure

Maintain the continuity
of the provision of
international public
telecommunications
satellite services.

Objective 2 Objective 3

Goals and Objectives

Membership Benefits
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